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my wishes sooner, he would have taken me in barefooted, and I
should have found the stones cool and pleasant.
Yes, it was true that one of the men had nearly fallen. Would
he have been burnt if he had fallen ? He thought not.
Then why were the people so anxious to save him from falling?
Well, many years ago a man did fall and was burned on the shoulders
and side. But a Wise Man patted the burns, and they ceased to pain
him.
Any trick? Here Jonathan's ample face shrunk smaller, and a
shadow passed over his candid eye.
" Had there been any trick, the whole world would know it.
Perhaps I do not believe the story of Tui Namoliwai, but I do believe
that to my clan it has been given to pass unharmed through fire."
0  wily Jonathan!
1  have recorded faithfully what I saw with my own eyes, going to
the sight as a sceptic, and I could detect no trick.  Nor have I ever
met a witness of the ceremony who had a convincing explanation.